A 3

I

RAZIEFRICERT SNEARELEEORE EHFHNIEDRE

G

XE H-lUx E-VIEF LVT7 T33O
(FRE K FHHFER)

The Current Situation of Foreign Students in Special Classes and Issues
Regarding Support for Their Attendance

Akira OTSUKA, Kaoru YAMAMOTO, Lucia E. YAMAMOTO

Abstract

In order to investigate the realities and challenges associated with the high enrollment rate of foreign children in special
education classes, we conducted a survey and interview study targeting boards of education in four municipalities. The findings
revealed that the enrollment rate of foreign children was notably high in special education classes for intellectual disabilities.
In contrast, the proportion of foreign children in classes for autism, emotional disorders, or learning disabilities was not higher
than that of Japanese children. Several factors are presumed to contribute to the high enrollment rate of foreign children in
classes for intellectual disabilities. First, language barriers and testing biases may result in underestimation of cognitive abilities.
When assessments are not administered in a language in which the child is sufficiently proficient, test results may be
erroneously low, leading to a diagnosis of intellectual disability. Second, insufficient information provided to both children and
parents may lead to decisions regarding special education placement being made without their full understanding. Third,
practical considerations related to classroom management—particularly regarding Japanese language proficiency—may foster
the perception that smaller, specialized classes are more conducive to effective instruction than larger, regular classes. Finally,
various additional factors, including family circumstances and living environments, likely also influence the educational
placement of foreign children residing in Japan.
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